  Some addresses and tips just in case you get an opportunity to visit Phnom Penh:

 

Information brochures/maps: If you see them grab them. Brochures of the following places are 

                                              available only at big hotels and bus station(only on request) :Phnom

                                              Penh, Siem Reap, Sihanoukville, Battambang and Ratanakiri. If you
                                              do not have any maps buy a copy of the latest The Cambodian at$2.




       Recommended guidebook for serious travelers: Cambodia by Nick 

                                              Ray (Lonely Planet Pub);it has a language section at the end.
 Taxi Service  - Chin Virak, reliable English speaking driver ; Mobile: 016 859683; also works for

                        STK
STK Travel & Tours - Address: No. 5Eo, St. 217, Phsa Thmey 11, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. Tel

                        023 223150; Fax: 023 223150; Mobile:012 707818
                        Ask to speak to Kang Tieng(GM), an enterprising mother of 2 who can speak a

                        few  languages including English, Mandarin and Cantonese. Just let her have the

                        specifics and preferences and she will work out the details. The office is

                        conveniently located at the Central Market near the bus station and Monivong Rd. 

                        Note: 5% service charge on use of Visa or other well-known cards.
 

Money - Have lots of small US notes (1s & 5s). Do not flash your 20s, 50s & 100s. Even a fiver

              will give the shopkeepers a headache. Have a wad of Riels in the following popular

              denominations: 500, 1000, 5000. Changing $ into smaller notes - go to any one of the 

              numerous goldsmith shops at the Central Market or one of the few supermarkets along 

              the  main streets. Very roughly, the exchange rates: US$1=4000r, 1ringgit=1000r , 

              US$1=Sgp$1.70
 
Where to stay?

Golden Gate Hotel -    Good feedback from budget conscious group travellers, 2* rating and in a

                                    reasonably safe area; US$15 to 20; Website:www.goldengatehotels.com;

                                    Email- goldengatehtis@hotmail.com         
New York Hotel         - Central Location, 3*rating;US$35 to 

                                    60;Website:www.newyorkhotel.com.kh;Email: NYH@online.com.kh
Holiday  International- 3*rating; Email:holiday@online.com.kh
Hotel Cambodiana    - located beside the Mekong; 4* rating;US$120 upwards; Website: 

                                    www.hotelcambodiana.com;  Email:luxury@hotelcambodiana.com.kh
Hotel Le Royal          - 5* rating; US$269 upwards; Website:www.raffles.com
  

Transport - for single person, almost always by motorbike taxi (motordop) 1000 r per km (0.50) for short trips and more for longer trips. Double payment at night. Take a tuk-tuk if you have 2 or more persons. You may be lucky enough to find one outside your hotel. Negotiate and agreed to amount before boading, min distance is for US1.00 Real taxi-cabs (if you can find one) - $7 from airport. $5 in town area. Inter-city - air-con buses, mini-buses cheaper but more crowded. To  rural places (for those who are not fussy about comfort) open cart with wooden planks for seats known as remorque-motos  pulled by motorbike- very cheap.
 

Language - Survival Khmer : important words eg: how much, money, eat food, rice, water, toilet, turn right, turn left, go straight, and so on. Keep a little notebook handy so that you can ask the vendor to write the payment amount in case you cannot catch the lingo.
Only Chinese restaurants will have Chinese-speaking workers. Big restaurants and hotels will have staff who can speak English.
What to see and where to go?

 

Toul Sleng(The Genocide Museum)-A high school used as detention and torture centre by the notorious S21.
Psar Thumei (Central Market)-Goldsmith Shops serve as moneychangers. Buy fruits here.
Russian Market-Goods at bargain-prices
The Royal Palace-King Sihamoni's Residence is in the same compound
The National Museum-statues, sandstone bas relief panels and artefacts.
The Riverside Promenade on a Sunday night - families seated on rented straw mats enjoying hawker fare.
The opposite banks of the Mekong River - relatively untouched except for new development away from the river. 

Boat tour of the Mekong – Check out at boarding stations along Sisowath Quay near Wat Phnom
The Foreign Corespondents' Club-with a fantastic view of the mighty Mekong and a good deal of war history behind it.
The Killing Fields of Choeung Ek - about 10km outside the city accessible by rough track.
 

 Where to go on Sunday mornings?  CCOP No. 57 Rue 294,  Phnom Penh

Don Comack, author of Killing Fields Living Fields, was ordained pastor of the church in

            the early 90s when the Hun Sen Government allowed religious freedom. Don wrote about

            his tenure at the CCOP in the epilogue of the book. The present building, probably built in

            the 50/60s, will be replaced by a new building already on the drawing board in the near 

            future. The present Vicar, Rev Mok Wai Mung, originally from KL, is the Dean of The 

            Anglican Episcopal Church of Cambodia. Rev Mok is presently in Sgp on deputation for 2

            mths. His temporary replacement is Rev Alan Mac Mahon, 75, from Sydney. After  
            Sunday service one can fellowship with people from India, Philippines, UK, America, 

            Australia, Malaysia, Canada, NZ, S Korea, China and Japan.
 

Where to eat- Depending on where you are. If you are staying anywhere near the Golden Gate,

                     the following eating shops have good feedback:  China Noodles (on the left 

                     of Bayon Bakery) along Monivong and where Rue 294 ends;                       

                     Chinese Restaurant (Chicken Rice)along St 63 next door to Tom's Irish 

                     Pub(Junction of St 63 & Rue 278). 
                     Diagonally across the road from Tom's Irish is a little shop selling the local kuaytiau

                     (actually, beehoon) soup and cha bai (fried rice). Khmer speaking only. 
                     Famous chicken porridge and coconut shake, evenings only, at the junction of Rue 

                     310 & Norodom Blvd. 

                     Sam Doo Chinese Restaurant, 56-58 Kampuchea Krom(near Monivong Junction) 

                     and very near the Central Market. If you  try their Chee Cheong Fun, Tim Sum and 

                     Seafood Horfun you may think they are a cut above those big names in Sgp/Mal. All 

                     dishes reasonably priced.

                     Indian food – quite a good number of restaurants near the Golden Gate Hotel.
What to buy?

· Palm sugar : excellent organic sugar produced in the traditional method. Micro-industrial enterprise project. Goes well with coffee. US$1.50 for 500g at CCOP

· Cambodian  checkered scarf (krama) - $1-5 with silk material on the high end.

· Cambodian sarong& blouse – with embroidery 

· Assorted handicraft made from plant materials

· VCD Journey to the Land of mysteries CAMBODIA ($2-3); DVD History of Angkor Wat ($4-5)

