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Reunion for 200 old friends formerly trained in Kirby

THE Kirby Reunion Penang 2010, scheduled for July 9 to 11 at the Paradise Sandy Beach Resort in Tanjung Bungah, Penang, is set to reunite old friends and colleagues, some of whom have not met each other for decades.

More than 200 Kirby-trained teachers are expected to attend the three-day event, with some coming from as far as Australia, Britain, Canada and New Zealand.

Event organising chairman P. Ramakrishnan said preparations for the biennial event began two years ago.

“The past three reunions since 2004 had only comprised those from the last three batches but this year’s will include all batches from 1952 to 1962.

“We want to keep the friendship and fraternity going as well as keep the memory alive. Kirby will always hold a special meaning for us,” said Ramakrishnan who studied at the college between 1959 and 1960.

He said attendees would be enjoying sumptuous eight-course dinners and buffet dinners by the beach while mingling around and exchanging memories.

Ch’ng Ah Bee, 68, who was at Kirby between 1960 to 1961, is eagerly looking forward to the event as it would be a chance for her to renew acquaintances with old friends from not just Malaysia but around the world as well.

“I hope everything turns out well as this is a great opportunity for us to meet those from other places whom we don’t normally get the chance to see.

“Most of those coming in would now be in their 60s to 80s.

“Some are unable to walk and are in wheelchairs but they still want to come, accompanied by their children,” Ch’ng said.

