50th Golden Ann. Reunion Report + Income-Expenditure A-C

Dear fellow Kirkbyites,
It was in February this year that I informed our batch Kirkbyites that the 50th Golden Ann. Reunion would be held in Cameron Highlands. A line of activities and preparation for the Reunion followed. The final countdown on 15 - 17 June finally arrived . 52 of us (35 Kirkbyites,15 spouses and 2 daughters participated - 11 from Australia, 7 from Singapore, 9 from Penang and the rest from other parts of Malaysia.

For 72 hours when we were together, we laughed, we talked and talked, we hugged, we shook hands and finally we had to part our separate ways. The reunion is history now.

During the reunion, many expressed their wish to form a '60-61 batch fraternity'. We brain-stormed, and finally during the last ride home to Ipoh, most of the participants present, elected the Organising Committee to look into its feasibility and to plan for future activities.  

Chairman    : Ahmad Sobri

Secretary     : Lee Lam Hua

Treasurer    : Cheah Phee Eng

Com. members  : Low Sau San, Su Jee Hor,  Leo Turner, and Angeline Chang 

The next get together, hopefully, is 2013.

Yes, this is the latest good news from Sobri who gave me his consent to let you know, god willing, that the 2013 Get Together will be held in his 6* 100 room suite hotel resort located on an 11 acre site along the beach fronting the South China Sea in Dungun, Trengganu. We will be the first guests to the posh resort, as a trial run by the new hotel staff before it is open to the public. Keep fit, friends, keep fit. We are deeply honoured by his kind gesture and generosity. For details, contact him.

Kee Lee Chang has written a 6 page vivid, interesting and comprehensive report on the Reunion + 11 comments made by participating Kirkbyites and the final words from the Organising Committee.

The Income & Expenditure A-C is also attached for your reference. Many had wondered how we could manage the whole Reunion expenses with RM350 from each participant for 3D2N. We still have a credit balance of RM106.40 which, we hope, is to bring forward to the next get-together.

Lam Hua is in the process of producing a DVD -a collection of photos of the Reunion for 35 Kirkbyites present. Those who wish to share some of your photos may contact Lam Hua.

On behalf of Phee Eng and Sobri, I once again, thank you all for your advice, assistance and active participation and cooperation making it a wonderful and memorable get together .

It's  2 am. Good night/morning everybody

Warmest regards

Jee Hor 

on behalf of Phee Eng and Sobri.    

P.S. Sau San, kindly post the documents to the Kirkbyites website. 

60-61 Batch 50th Anniversary Kirkbyites Reunion 15-17 June 2011 at Cameron Highlands   Total no. attending  : 54 (including 2 musicians)

Income & Expenditure A/C
Income
1.
36 pax paying RM350.00







RM12,600.00

2.
 3 pax paying RM420.00 







RM 1, 260.00
3.
 1 pax paying RM400.00







RM   400.00
3.
 4 pax paying RM334.00







RM 1, 336.00

4.
 4 pax paying RM280.00






  
RM 1, 120.00
5.
 4 pax paying RM300.00







RM 1, 200.00

6.
 2 pax free











RM    00.00


7. 
 Donations











RM    00.00







Total


RM17,916.00


Expenditure

1.  44 seater coach fare for 3D2N






RM2,100.00

2.
Lunch (15/6) at Ipoh Swimming Club 




RM1,067.60


3.
Accommodation at Rosa Passadena,C.H x 2 nights

(18 twin x 2 nights x RM128 ) 

( RM 4,608.00)


( 4 triple x 2 nights x RM168 ) +    ( RM 1,344.00)

( 6 single x 2 nights x RM100 )

( RM 1,200.00)

RM7,152.00
4.
D inner for 2 nights for 50 pax x RM25




RM2,500.00
5.
2 Breakfast – hotel provides






   ---
6.
2 afternoon tea at RM10 per pax x 50




RM1,000.00 

7.
1 lunch (16/6) at RM200 / table x 5





RM1,000.00
8.
1 lunch (17/6) at RM160 / table x 5





RM  825.00 
9.
Karaoke room rental for 2 nights x RM350


RM  700.00

10.
Bus fare to & fro Hotel to S. Palas Tea Plantation

RM  150.00

11.
Group photo (35 copies) at RM13 each



RM  455.00

12.
Production of 35 copies of DVD for 35 

participating Kirkbyites by Lee Lam Hua



RM  200.00

13.
Tips for 2 drivers + musicians






RM  300.00

.14.
Misc. items







RM  360.00







   Total  


       RM17,809.60

Credit balance (RM17,916.00 – RM17,809.60 ) = RM106.40

Note: Sobri sponsored the 2 musicians (his nephews ), Hotel management charged less for 4 pax for 2 dinners, 1 free twin-sharing room for the drivers, and the 2 daughters on the House. 

Special thanks to Sobri’s daughter for producing a stimulating and interesting Montage. We deeply appreciate her effort.
The Organising Committee 
22.6.2011

A Report of the 50th Golden Anniversary Kirkby Reunion of the 1960-61 Batch at the Cameron Highlands from 15th June to 17th June 2011

by Kee Lee Chang


June 15th, 2011 saw 35 Kirkbyites of the 1960-61 batch with some 15 spouses and two of their children converging at the Ipoh Swimming Club for their 50th Anniversary bash at the Cameron Highlands.


They came from all corners of the peninsular and even from overseas to celebrate the momentous gathering of the last batch of Kirkby graduates. Special mention must be made of our overseas friends who had made it a point to fly all the way from Australia and Singapore for this happy occasion. Our Australian friends who flew in included:

1) Edelweiss Van Rooyen from Melbourne

2) Angeline Chang from Adelaide

3) Ho Soo See Medcalf from Queensland

4) Low Sau San (and husband, Prof Lee Sing) from Melbourne,

5) Doreen Khoo (and husband, Dr. Khoo Peng Hong) from New South Wales

6) Wong Heng (and wife, Josephine) from Perth and

7) Ajmer Singh Gill (and wife, Kalwant) from Sydney

There was also another long lost friend who flew in with the usual Singapore group. I refer to Mahaya Menon whom many of us had not seen for ages.


But of course, we also missed the presence of the late and ever bubbly Teresa Voon and the raucous laughter of Michael Loh Ching Hai who had never failed to sing for us at every reunion. These two dear friends left us quite recently. May their souls rest in peace. Many of us also missed the delicious ‘cendol’, as Lee Kang Hai (a.k.a Cendol Man), for one reason or another, didn’t bring along his buckets of our favourite dessert.


There was an atmosphere of festivity as old buddies met one another. At every arrival of participants, names were shouted out and arms were frantically waving to attract the attention of old friends. I didn’t see anyone who did not hug someone else at one time or another. The small registration hall was as noisy as a chicken coop with everybody asking each other how he or she was doing and what had happened all these years.


The registration by Cynthia Lim being over, we were feted to a local buffet lunch before Cheah Phe Eng (a.ka. Ipoh Hero) shooed us into an air-con coach for the trip to the Cameron Highlands.


As usual, during the 2 hour-long journey to the Highlands via Simpang Pulai, Su Jee Hor, our capable transport manager, food caterer, hotel negotiator, clown, etc etc, reminded us of the itinerary to be found in the distributed booklet. We were each provided with a small bottle of mineral water and were also told that drinking water would be available at every trip by coach.


We stopped for a 15-minute break at some vegetable stalls for those who felt that their plumbing systems were about to burst. Jee Hor again took this opportunity to remind the ladies not to buy any fruits, or vegetables yet as they could do so on our way back. This would save them time and energy, and the vegetables would also be fresher.


On arriving at Hotel Rosa Passadena in the village town of Brinchang, the participants were gently reminded to take a rest (or even a nap!) after checking in before going down to the hotel entrance later for a group photograph. We thought the two-hour long respite was a good thing for us old folks who had been travelling for quite some time, including the winding trip by coach to the Cameron Highlands.


But when it was time for the group photo to be taken, the sky suddenly opened and it started to pour heavily. The programme had to be re-arranged so that we would have afternoon tea first. However, after the tea session, it was still drizzling outside, so there was no choice but to have the photo taken in the tea-room. After the photo session, we old folks were once again advised to take a siesta before dinner at 7.30pm.


But a number of us with itchy feet decided to have an impromptu dance party with the cooperation of Sobri’s nephews, who provided the songs and music. However, the dance party was forced to stop at 6.30pm as the hall would have to be prepared for dinner soon.


Just before the dinner began, Perthapal Singh read a moving memorial message written by Cynthia Lim, for those friends in our batch who had passed on. All their names were mentioned, and we observed a minute of silence in remembrance of our departed friends. 


It was a steamboat dinner during which Sui Loong (a.k.a Penang gangster) opined that it was one of the best steamboat meals he had ever had. I can vouch for a fact that this chap is really a steamboat fanatic. Talk about food freaks!


As soon as dinner was over, we were treated to a video clip (disc) prepared by Sobri. It featured many photographs of the 1960-61 batch of students and was accompanied by very appropriate songs of that era. The clip indeed brought back nostalgic memories for many in the audience as they oohed and aahed from one photo to another. Members of the audience were then invited to give brief episodes, funny or otherwise, of their short sojourn in Kirkby.

This was followed by a sing-song session in which everyone took part with gusto. The singing session spontaneously and gradually evolved into a dance party as one couple after another took to the floor. Then it became a full-blown dance session with the group singing being simply abandoned. We were enjoying ourselves tremendously until Jee Hor threw in a wet blanket by requesting us to stop, giving the reason that there would be another busy day ahead. But for this reminder, we would have continued dancing till the wee hours of the morning, perhaps much to the chagrin of Sobri’s nephews and the hotel staff! But of course, there were a few of us who were used to sleeping very early. Leo Turner, Mahaya and Penang Gangster (of all people) headed straight for their rooms at 9.30pm and plonked onto their beds.


The next morning, a group of early birds were given some fatherly instructions by Jee Hor before setting out for their morning walk. After seeing the last walker off, Jee Hor promptly (read cleverly) returned to his warm bed to be with Gim Foong (his wife) who surprisingly recovered very rapidly from her severe cough and flu which she had been experiencing the previous night! I didn’t participate in the walk either, being not used to waking up at such an unearthly hour (7am) in the highlands, let alone moving around like a zombie in the cold and chilly air. Besides, because of all the excitement, wine, beer and accidentally drinking someone else’s Chinese tea, I couldn’t sleep a wink throughout the previous night. But credit must be given to those brave souls who had forced themselves to wake up and shuffle or amble along with the other more active health nuts. Half an hour or so later, the group trudged back to the hotel for a hearty breakfast.


Then after an invigorating shower and doing what one usually does in the bathroom-cum-toilet, we settled comfortably in the coach for a sight-seeing tour. We stopped for about 45 minutes at a cactus farm where many varieties of cacti were displayed. Then we headed for Tanah Rata to have lunch at a nyonya restaurant. We returned to the hotel for another siesta before visiting the Boh Tea Plantation in the afternoon at Sungei Palas.


The trip to the tea plantation was a hell of a scary one to say the least. The road up was not only extremely narrow but also very winding. At some spots, each vehicle had to give way to or ‘gostarn’ for the other car or lorry coming from the opposite direction, or face the consequence of a head-on collision which might result in both vehicles plunging down the steep slope, and that would be ‘Goodbye, Jimmy, goodbye’!. We had tea and scones at a coffee house in the plantation before the school bus we were travelling in gyrated back to the hotel. The coach we usually used could not make it, you see, as it was too wide for the narrow road. Someone commented that the scones were as hard as rocks and were still rattling in her stomach the next morning.


Dinner was at 7.30p.m as usual. This time it was a local buffet meal where everyone could help himself to as much food as he needed. After dinner, Lye Yuen Chew and his co-chairman (Magdelene Yeoh) for the evening, held a ‘confession’ session during which some Kirkbyites, including Mahinder Singh and Ipoh Hero, ‘confessed’ their ‘sins’ to the audience about the naughty things they had secretly committed in Kirkby.


This was followed by another sing-song session, using a big screen to display the lyrics. As usual, this slowly developed into a dance party. The atmosphere was so infectious that even Aru pulled Ah Bee (his wife) to the floor to do the Mexican Shuffle! But before long the Auld Lang Syne was played and everyone retired to bed fully exhausted. 


There was another morning walk on the last day of the Reunion. This time the coach took the walkers to a destination and dumped them there for their walk back to the hotel!


Breakfast, as usual, was between 7a.m. and 10a.m. Then off again we went to the Kia Vegetable Farm where the ladies had a field day buying fruits and vegetables at the various stalls. Some men were seen sipping ‘teh tarik’ while waiting for the trip back. 


We returned to Hotel Rosa Passadena to check out by 12.30p.m. From there we proceeded once again to the Tanah Rata nyonya restaurant for lunch. This time there was a change for the better in the menu.


After lunch, we departed for Ipoh at about 2.30p.m, arriving at the Swimming Club around 4.15 p.m. Suddenly it was over, as all good things must still come to an end. 


After all the remaining tears were shed and touching goodbyes made, we each went our separate ways again. It had indeed been a nostalgic meeting of dear old friends as some of us had not seen one another since coming back from Kirkby.


 A very special mention must be made of Gim Foong (Jee Hor’s wife) who, despite being sick, accompanied her husband to take care of his health. During the dinner on the first night, I could see that she was unwell. At one stage, she closed her eyes and even nodded as if falling off to sleep. The poor lady later excused herself as she couldn’t take the strain any longer.


Then during the bus trip back to Ipoh, Mahaya felt very depressed after looking at some vegetation which seemed to her to be struggling to grow. She immediately ordered the bus driver to stop the bus and went down all alone in the middle of nowhere. After some time, she returned to the coach beaming and declaring happily that she had done some national service for Malaysia by spraying some strictly vegetarian fertilizer on to a spot at the fringe of the jungle. So folks, the next time you come across a spot where there is an unusually luxuriant vegetation, you will know that, like Rob Roy, MAHAYA WAS HERE!


And then there was one of our organisers, Sobri, who was so enthusiastic in his singing on the first night that he completely lost his voice for the rest of the reunion!


Indeed there was laughter and merriment everywhere we went – in the hotel, the restaurant and especially in the coach, where we were entertained by two clowns in the form of Jee Hor and Phee Eng, and some other members of the party.


And making all this possible were three guys: Sobri, Jee Hor and Phee Eng, to whom all of us would like to say ‘ribuan terima kasih’ for the selfless sacrifice of their time, effort and even cold, hard cash to make this reunion a very memorable one. We would also like to thank Sobri’s nephews – Wan Ismail and Wan Azahar- for providing us with their fantastic rendition of songs and music throughout the reunion. A special thank you is also due to Lee Lam Hua for being our official photographer as a result of which he must have missed a large part of the fun by going round every nook and corner to click his camera for posterity.


Long live the Kirkby spirit, and may this get-together, like others before it, be etched into our memories for as long as we live.

Comments from some of our participants

Angeline Chang (Adelaide)

1) This is the best reunion that I’ve experienced. 

2) The venue is excellent.

3) The organisation is superb with meticulous catering to the needs of everyone

4) The camaraderie is infectious, vibrant, very sincere and extremely uplifting

5) From my perspective, I’ve experienced the wonderful caring support, love that no one can find in this world from a group of friends – except only from the Kirkbyites who are now one big family that has very special bonds – a bond that crosses time, oceans and ethnic origins

6) I deeply appreciate the thoughtfulness and sensitivity of everyone
Doreen Khoo (New South Wales)

This reunion predictably turned out to be a delightful, happy holiday as well as travelling down Memory Lane. From the start it was obvious that the organisation and planning was superb and great effort and time spent by the organisers, Su Jee Hor, Cheah Phee Eng and Ahmad Sobri. I enjoyed myself tremendously. Many thanks and sincere appreciation.

Cynthia Lim (Selangor)

It was a very heartwarming and memorable get together of, indeed, one extremely happy family – the 1960-61 Kirkby Family, to commemorate our graduation from Kirkby College 50 years ago.


It was the two-year stint at Kirkby that gave us the opportunity to build up our unique and precious friendship that keeps going from strength to strength, unlike most friendships that fade away with time and/or separation owing to absence.


Every minute, from the time we stepped into the Ipoh Swimming Club to register for the celebration, was deliriously exhilarating. We were, like, being transferred back to 1960-61 and at the same time just too impatient to catch up with everyone, a few of whom we hadn’t seen since December, 1961.


Our selfless organisers went many, many extra miles to organise the most enjoyable programme for us.


We had bellyfuls of laughter and even immensely hilarious moments. Personally, I didn’t want it to end! All of us can’t wait for the next reunion of our 1960-61 fraternity.

Ajmer Singh and Kalwant (Sydney)

1) Awesome – good food, great company, excellent organisation.

2) Wonderful to catch up with everyone. A most pleasant experience

3) Congrats to Phee Eng, Hee Hor and Ahmad Sobri and the team for a job well done – good choice of venues and activities – great hospitality with a personal touch – everyone treated as an individual – nothing too big a problem

4) Best experience – the drive to the Boh Tea Estate in an old school bus with Prakash at the wheel
Magdelene Yeoh (Singapore)


Considering that you had hardly much time for preparation for the reunion, we find this reunion very spontaneous and enjoyable. It is just nice for ‘old people like us’. Since the number is smaller, I had more time to interact, socialise and more listening time, so much so I spent more meaningful time with my friends – extremely precious to me. I hope and wish that we can have such reunions again

Danny Tong (Brigid’s spouse) (Singapore)

An enjoyable and memorable 50th Anniversary Reunion. A million thanks to the organisers. The programme was very well planned – food, transport and entertainment.

Low Sau San (Melbourne)

A special thanks to Phee Eng, Jee Hor and Sobri who have made it possible for us to meet again this time to celebrate the golden anniversary of our batch. So much has been done to make us comfortable and the celebration memorable and meaningful.

A video of pictures taken during our two year stay in Kirkby is more than nostalgic. Songs of yesterday bring back happy memories. Our trip to the farms, fruit and vegetable plantation show us how lucky we are to have so much around us.

The most memorable is the trip to the Boh Tea Plantation. It was a ride which we would not have known how to make and manouvre as the bus made us do ‘the twist’ and ‘the jump’. The bus driver had a lesson too as some of our passengers in front taught him to ‘honk’ around blind corners. He deserved a big clap as we soon reached the front of the hotel. Good health to all.

Mahaya Menon (Singapore)

Walking down memory lane with college mates I haven’t seen for 50years is an experience of a lifetime. In no time at all, we picked up from where we had left off in Britain and relived our Kirkby days as if it was yesterday.


Our Kirkby family spirit was intact and strong. Exchanges of what happened since we left Kirkby flew fast and furious across tables as we eagerly listened to each other’s life story over 50 years. Laughter rippled through the cosy, intimate hall which housed some 50+ of us and our spouses. Need I say more about the fantabulous time we all had. Thank you, Jee Hor, Phee Eng and everyone for making this reunion a truly memorable event. God Bless and love to all.

Edelweiss Van Rooyen (Melbourne)

10 out of 10 on all counts – food, travel arrangements, tours, timing, transport etc etc.

Ho Soo See Medcalf (Queensland)

I have attended only 2 Kirkby reunions and both have left me with a sense of warmth and a family feeling – the Kirkby family togetherness.


 The 50th Golden Anniversary Reunion is one that I would not want to miss. It marks a significant milestone – the bringing together of many of us in the 1960-61 batch at Kirkby. We had a better opportunity to ‘catch up’ on news of one another, the number being smaller. The organisers have again made the occasion as memorable and enjoyable as ever. Phee Eng and Jee Hor have proved themselves a great team as organisers, and with the added contribution of Sobri’s film clip recalling the various aspects of our time shared in Kirkby, have given us memories to cherish.

We very much appreciated their efforts and do thank them sincerely. Well done, indeed!

Wong Heng (Perth)

It’s a truly good experience for us. The accommodation, food, transportation and activities have been fantastic, Although Josephine could not eat the prepared menu, we were able to overcome this with special orders and the cooperation of the kitchen staff. We feel very much bonded as a group as we knew every single person in the gathering, and we mixed and interacted with one another more closely. A very big ‘thank you’ and congratulations to the hard working organisers for giving us a happy and memorable time together.

Su Jee Hor (on behalf of the Organising Committee)

I would be failing in my duty if I don’t acknowledge the comprehensive, interesting, and  humorous 6 page report by our dear Lee Chang who, having been given a task to do, spent hours observing and interviewing people. I enjoyed reading the report not because we were featured prominently in it, but for its stimulating and vivid description. Thank you very much Lee Chang for a task well done. 

We would like to thank those who have taken the trouble to give us the feed-back and for their very kind words and encouragement.  

We also wish to take this opportunity to thank the following who have, directly or indirectly, contributed to the success of the Reunion. Sau San, Cynthia, Perthapal, Leo Turner and Martin Voon who had served  of co-ordinators contacting either by land mail or phone informing  yearmates about the Reunion.

Lee Lam Hua who instantly agreed to act as coordinator for the Singapore group and also  to be the ‘official’ photographer. He spent a lot of his time clicking away instead of enjoying the company of good friends. Thank you Lam Hua.

We very much appreciate Lye Yuen Chew and Maggie for acting as MC for the 2nd night, our Sobri’s 2 nephews, Wan Ismail and Wan Azahar and Peter Lee for providing music and songs to the enjoyment of those present, and not  forgetting Sobri’s daughter who had helped Sobri in the production of the 25 min. montage which was acclaimed as one of the best we have seen so far.

Last but not least, the participants and their spouses, without whose active participation and involvement, the 50th Golden Anniversary Reunion would not have been so memorable and enjoyable. We thank you all. 

When shall we meet again ?  Come 2013!!  God willing.

Photo Links (place cursor at the following links: press control + click)
Lee Lam Hua 
Album 1: https://picasaweb.google.com/lamhua369/Kirkbyites50thGoldenAnniversaryReunion?feat=email#5621816518671898386
Album 2:

https://picasaweb.google.com/lamhua369/2011_0618Kby50thGoldenAnniReUDay2?feat=email#
Album 3:

https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/sredir?uname=lamhua369&target=ALBUM&id=5622091641845770593&authkey=Gv1sRgCLe6k_uM_PvY9QE&feat=email
